ECONOMIC POLICY

transfer of functions from the Board of Trade. Also, a Department
of Overseas Trade was established in 1917, the respective claims of
the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade being compromised by its
being made a joint department of the two Ministries.

Many of the wartime functions were continued after the war, and
accordingly a reorganisation of departments took place. The remaining
functions of the Ministry of National Service were transferred to the
Ministry of Labour. The functions of the Local Government Board and
the Insurance Commissions for England and Wales were transferred to
a new Ministry of Health, and corresponding changes were made in
Scotland and Ireland, but without creating new Ministries. The functions
of the Board of Trade relating to transport and electricity, and also the
functions of the Ministry of Shipping, were transferred to a new Ministry
of Transport, but that Ministry did not deal with civil aviation, the
responsibility for it having already been vested in the Air Ministry. There
was much argument over the establishment of a Ministry of Mines, but
it was eventually decided to create a Department of Mines under the
Board of Trade. Thus in 1921 the departments concerned with economic
problems were the Treasury, the Board of Trade, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries (so-called from 1919), the Ministry of Labour,
the Ministry of Pensions, the Ministry of Health and the Scottish
Office (in relation to agriculture, fisheries, poor law and health insurance).

Meanwhile there had been a reorganisation at the Board of Trade in
1917, and in particular there had been established a General Economic
Department designed to assist the Permanent Secretary in relation
to questions involving economic policy, especially those extending
beyond the sphere of any particular department. It was to have no
executive functions but would be charged with the duty of systematically
studying the general economic position of the country and the problems
arising therefrom.1 The'department was combined with another depart-
ment in 1919 and disappeared completely in 1922, all that was left being
the post of Chief Economic Adviser, which had been created in 1919.^

1 Memorandum with respect to the reorganization of the Board of Trade, Cmd. 8922
of 1918.

3 Chester and Willson, The Organisation of British Central Government,
pp. 295-6.
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